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NOTE 


This pamphlet covers only the basic facts about 
temporary absences; it does not cover every pos- 
sible situation. The Board considers each in- 
mate’s case on its own merits. 

For further information on this topic consult 
your living unit officer or classification officer. 
You may also write directly to the National Parole 
Board. In addition, detailed information on the 
various types of release for inmates is contained 
in the Board’s Policy and Procedures Manual 
which may be consulted in your institutional 
library. 

Another publication in this series, ‘‘Day Parole: 
A Guide for Penitentiary Inmates’, may be ob- 
tained in your institution or from the National 
Parole Board in both official languages. 


In accordance with the Official Languages Act, 


written and oral communication, between an 
inmate and the National Parole Board, is in the 


official language chosen by the inmate. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Temporary absence, either escorted or unes- 
corted, is the first type of release an inmate will 
probably experience. It is an occasional release 
from an institution and is granted for medical, 
humanitarian, rehabilitative, or administrative 
reasons. Only if the National Parole Board or the 
institutional authorities, as the case may be, are 
satisfied that there will be no undue risk to the 
community will the inmate be given this opportu- 
nity. It is normal to grant escorted TAs before 
unescorted TAs are authorized, particularly for the 
more serious types of offenders. In the case of 
escorted absences the inmate, by himself or as a 
member of a group, is accompanied by an escort- 
ing officer who is usually a member of the institu- 
tional staff or a representative of a private after- 
care agency (e.g. John Howard or Elizabeth Fry 
Societies). 


GRANTING AUTHORITIES 


Temporary absences may be granted by one of 
two authorities. In general the National Parole 
Board has authority for unescorted temporary ab- 
sences and the directors of penal institutions 
have authority for escorted temporary absence. 
However, there are two important exceptions. 


— Escorted temporary absences for inmates sen- 
tenced to life for murder since July 26, 1976, 
must be approved by the National Parole Board 
if granted more than three years before the in- 
mate is eligible for full parole. 


— For inmates serving sentences of less than five 
years, the National Parole Board has delegated 
the authority for granting temporary absences 
to directors of institutions. 


TYPES OF TEMPORARY ABSENCE 


Medical: TAs may be granted for medical reasons 
when the medical staff believes an inmate needs 
care that cannot be provided in the institution. 
This might include surgery, examination by a spe- 
cialist, psychiatric or psychological services, or 
special dental care. 


Humanitarian: There are a number of acceptable 
reasons for this kind of TA, for example: to visit a 
close member of the family who is seriously ill; to 
attend a funeral of a family member; to attend spe- 
cial events such as graduations or religious cere- 
monies that normally call for family participation; 
to provide support to family members during Cer- 
tain difficult times when the inmate's presence 
would be especially helpful. 


Rehabilitative: This type of TA is to help an inmate 
re-integrate into the community. Rehabilitative 
TAs may be granted for anumber of reasons, such 
as: visits with family away from the institutional 
atmosphere; visits to a community residential 
centre before release on day parole or full parole; 
participation in a community service project; and 
attendance at lectures, seminars or functions in 
connection with studies. 


_ Administrative: TAS may also be granted to in- 
mates for a period that includes the inmates date 
of release when this date occurs on a weekend or 
Statutory holiday, for visits for evaluation pur- 
poses at community residential centres and for 
interviews with prospective employers, landlords 
and others prior to release on parole. 


ELIGIBILITY 


Eligibility for temporary absences varies (See the 
“Eligibility Chart” in booklet). Generally speaking, 
inmates serving definite sentences who entered a 
penitentiary before March 1, 1978 were eligible to 
be considered fora TA six months after admission 
to the penitentiary system. Any inmate who 
entered after that date becomes eligible after serv- 
ing six months or one-half the time that he must 
serve before becoming eligible for full parole, 
whichever is longer. 


FREQUENCY AND LENGTH 


The limits on the frequency and length of unes- 
corted TAs are different for each type of TA. 


In general, TAs for medical, administrative and 
humanitarian purposes may be granted as often 
as necessary. They are not usually for more than 
72 hours, although under special circumstances 
the Board may grant longer TAs, for example, if ex- 
tensive medical treatment is required. 


For rehabilitative purposes, TAs are limited toa 
total of 72 hours every three months with no more 
than one TA allowed in any week. Extra time may 
be allowed for travel. In addition, there must be 
five days between a TA in one three-month period 
and a TA in the next three-month period. 


TAs given at Christmas and New Year’s are 
counted as rehabilitative TAs. They are usually 
limited to 72 hours for each of these holidays, with 
extra time allowed when extensive travel is 
involved. 


It is possible, in the same three month period, 
for an inmate to be given more than one type of 
TA. 


CONDITIONS FOR RELEASE 


Before a Temporary Absence is granted, the in- 
mate is advised of the standard conditions of his 
release. Special conditions, related to a particular 
behavior pattern, may also be imposed. At any 
time, a TA may be cancelled or terminated if the 
inmate does not report as required or does not 
abide by the conditions of the TA. 


HOW TO APPLY 


To apply for a TA, other than for medical reasons, 
inmates must complete an “Inmate Application 
for Temporary Absence” form. Requests for TAs 
for rehabilitative or humanitarian reasons should 
be submitted at least 12 weeks ahead of the pro- 


| 


pee ee A 


posed date for the TA. In emergency situations 
“such as sudden illness in the family, requests 
should be submitted as early as possible under 
the circumstances. 


For further information, consult your living unit 
officer or classification officer, or you may write 
to the National Parole Board. This guide is in- 
tended to cover most situations, however, it does 
not replace the Correctional Service of Canada or 
National Parole Board policy manuals. 


IN SUMMARY 


The National Parole Board considers temporary 
absence an important step toward the inmate’s re- 
integration into the community. The success to 
date bodes well for the continuation of the tempo- 
rary absence program. During the period from 
April 1, 1979 to March 31, 1980, 46,744 TAs were 
taken; 39,379 escorted and 7,365 unescorted. Of 
all these, only 199 inmates violated the conditions 
of the TA, i.e. were declared unlawfully at large or 
detained by the police. 


January 1981 


Length of Sentence 


2 to 5 years 


0 to 2 years less a day 


5 to 10 years 


10 years or more 


excluding life 


sentences ing or 1/2 time before 
PED(2), whichever is 
longer 

Life as maximum If entered pen. before 

punishment (for Mar. 1/78, 6 months 

crimes other than 1st after entrance; on or 

or 2nd degree murder) after March 1/78, 3 


Temporary Absences (1) 


Minimum 

Number of 

Members 
Time to be Served Required to 
Before Eligibility Vote (3) 
N/A 5 


lf entered penitentiary 
before March 1/78, 6 
months after entrance; 
on or after March 1/78, 
6 months after sentenc- 


years before PED 


Preventive detention 


(as a habitual 


dangerous sexual 


offender) 


Detention for an inde- 
terminate period (since 


Oct. 15/77 as 


gerous offender) 


or 
1 year 


a dan- 3 years 


Life for murder before 


Jan. 4/68 


3 years after entered 


Life for murder, Jan. 
4/68 to Jan. 1/74 


Life: for murder after 


Jan. 1/74 


penitentiary 


3 years before PED 


NOTES: 1) 


2) 


3) 


When 3 or 5 votes are required for a first release on TA, subsequent TAs 
require only 2 votes. 


PED = Parole Eligibility Date or the date on which an inmate is eligible 
for full parole. It usually occurs at 1/3 of his sentence or after 7 years 
whichever is less. However, inmates serving 5 years or more, if violent 
conduct is involved, become eligible after having served 1/2 of their sen- 
tence or 7 years whichever is less. 


For inmates serving life for 1st degree murder since July 26, 1976, eligi- 
bility for full parole occurs after 25 years and for those serving life for 
2nd degree murder, PED ranges from 10 to 25 years. In both cases judi- 
cial review is possible after 15 years. 


A simple majority of affirmative votes is required to grant release for all 
cases with the exception of life and indeterminate sentences, for which 
two-thirds of the votes must be favorable. Any Board Member may ask 
for additional votes but the total number of votes in any case may not 
exceed nine. 
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